2i8	AIRS AND GRACES
The opposite fault of over-conscientiousness must also be
noticed. Elaborate poetical metaphor has perhaps gone out
of fashion; but technical metaphor is apt to be overdone, and
something of the same tendency appears in the inexorable
working-out of popular catchword metaphors:
Tost to and fro by the high winds of passionate control, I behold the
desired port, the single state, into which I would fain steer; but am
kept ofT by the foaming billows of a brother's and sister's envy, and by
the raging winds of a supposed invaded authority; while I see in Love-
lace, the rocks on the one hand, and in Solmes, the sands on the other;
and tremble, lest I should split upon the former or strike upon the
latter. But you, my better pilot, . . .—richardson.
Such phases of it as we did succeed in mentally kodaking are hardly
to be 'developed' in cold print.—Times.
We are not photographers enough to hazard a comment on
cold print.
The leading planks of the Opposition policy are declared to be the
proper audit of public accounts, . . .—Times.
REPETITION
'Rhetorical' or—to use at once a wider and a more intelli-
gible term—'significant' repetition is a valuable element in
modern style; used with judgement, it is as truly a good thing
as clumsy repetition, the result of negligence, is bad. But
there are some writers who, from the fact that all good repe-
tition is intentional, rashly infer that all intentional repetition
is good; and others who may be suspected of making repetitions
from negligence, and retaining them from a misty idea that to
be aware of a thing is to have intended it. Even when the
repetition is a part of the writer's original plan, consideration
is necessary before it can be allowed to pass: it is implied in
the terms 'rhetorical' or significant repetition that the words
repeated would ordinarily be either varied or left out; the
repetition, that is to say, is more or less abnormal, and whatever
is abnormal may be objectionable in a single instance, and is
likely to become so if it occurs frequently.

